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FAEiM  BUSINESS  AND  SCmiCE  ^ISWS 

A  radio  talk  by  Morse  Salisbury,  Chief,  Radio  Service,  delivered  in 
the  Deprirt'-^ent  of  A  griculture  period  of  the  National  lerm  and' Home  Hour 
Tuesday,  October  5,  1937,  and  bro&dcast  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company 
and  a  netvrork  of  69  associated  radio  stations. 

— ooOoo — 

Now  news  from  the  A^^i*! cul tural  Adjustment  Administration  and  other 
branches  of  the  Depart;aent  of  Agriculture  for  various  groups  of  farm  families 
in  this  audience. 

For  potato  growers: 

Yesterday  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration  announced  the 
preliminary  returns  from  the  referendum  vote  of  growers  on  marketing  agree- 
ments proposed  for  different  late  potato  producing  sections.     More  than 
three- fourths  of  the  producers  in  three  areas  favor  marketing  agreements 
and  orders  to  regulate  the.  handling  of  potatoes  grown  in  those  areas.  The 
largest  vote  and  tho  h.^aviost  majority  in  favor  of  the  proposed  program  was 
in  the  Nort-"  Central  area  —  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  the  Red 
River  Valley  in  North  Dakota.  Tr.ere  32  per  cent  of  the  producers  voting 
favored  the  program.     In  Colorado,  Nebraska,  and  Wyoming  80  per  cent  of  the 
producers  voting  favored  it.     In  Idaho  69  per  cent  favored  it. 

The  fourth  area  for  which  a  marketing  agreement  was  tentatively 
approved  was  Aroostook  County,  Maine,  and  three  townships  in  adjoining 
Penobscot  County.  per  cent  of  the  producers  voting  on  the  program 

were  against  it. 

Tith  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  producers  in  the  throe  North  Central 
and  Western  areas  favoring  the  program,  orders  could  be  issued  making  it 
binding  upon  all  handlers  of  potatoes  grown  in  the  three  areas.     But  an 
order  could  not  be  issued  to  make  the  program  binding  upon  the  handlers  of 
the  potatoes  in  Maine  because  of  the  adverse  vote  of  the  growers  there. 

To  consider  further  problems  centering  on  the  marketing  agreement 
program  for  the  throe  areas,  officers  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Admin- 
istration are  going  to  meet  this  week  in  Chicago  with  representatives  of 
growers  and  handlers. 


Now,  a  word  for  peanut  growers. 


Last  week  the  Adjustment  Administration  announced  a  p^-ogram  to  m.ain- 
y  tain  prices  to  peanut  growers  for  their  1937  crop  by  diverting  a  part  of  the 

crop  to  oil  and  bj''-products.     The  diversion  program  will  be  carried  on  by 
regional  associations  of  producers.     These  associations  have  been  authorized 
to  pay  set  prices  for  the  different  types  of  peanuts.     The  associations  will 
b-uy  directly  from  peanut  growers.     The  peanuts  bought  will  be  delivered  to 
association  warehouses. 


Information  concerning  the  prices  that  will  be  paid  and  the  location 
of  the  warehouses  has  been  provided  to  county  agricultural  agents  and  may 
be  obtained  from  them. 


Next,  an  announcement  for  sugar  cane  producers. 

Last  Friday  the  AM  made  public  the  "basis  it  will  use  in  determining 
the  acreages  of  sugar  cane  which  producers  may  grov^  in  I93S  if  they  take 
part  in  the  sugar  program.     The  formula  is  quite  complicated  and  I  shall 
not  try  to  give  it  to  you  on  the  air.     It-  will  come  to  sugar  cane  producers 
later  through  their  local  officials. 

I7ith  the  fall  season  well  under  way,  the  Weather  Bureau  has  issued 
its  summary  of  what  the  weather  at  the  fag  end  of  siommer  and  the  start  of 
fall  did  to  the  farming  business  in  various  parts  of  the  country.     The  gi-ow- 
ing  season  is  ending  with  a  serious  lack  of  moisture  in  many  parts  of  the 
country,   especially  the  Mid-West.     September  we-i-.;'.er  v>ras  too  dry  for  prepar- 
ing soil  and  seeding  winter  wheat  in  many  raid-wesoern  States.     It  was  also 
dry  for  corn  that  was  ripening  in  the  high  plains.     On  the  other  hand, 
Soptem.hor  weather  was  warmer  than  usual,  there  were  practically  no  damaging 
frosts.     In  that  respect  it  was  generally  favorable  for  ripening  and  har- 
vesting of  crops. 

Preliminary  reports  gathered  by  J.  B.   Kincer  of  the  Weather  Bureau 
show  that  the  rainfall  during  September  in  the  central  and  western  parts  of 
the  wheat  belt  this  year  was  less  than  one-fourth  to  one-half  normal. 

Finally,  a  news  note  from  the  entomologists  for  farmers  in  the  galf 
regions.     There  has  been  some  alarm  this  year  about  the  fact  ths-t  a  new 
insect  x^est,  the  white  fringed  beetle,  has  become  established  at  scattered 
points  in  the  Gulf  States.     The  beetle  does  severe  damage  to  a  variety  of 
crops,  notably  cotton  and  peanuts.     It  has  been  found  at  only  a  few  points, 
and  the  Federal  entomologists  have  started  a  drive  to  stamp  it  out. 

They  have  considerable  hope  that  they  can  do  this.     One  reason  for  the 
hope  is  that  the  beetles  can  not  fly.     They  travel  by  crawling  over  the  groiind. 
Therefore  they  can  be  stopped  by  digging  ditches.     The  beetles  fall  into  the 
ditches  and  are  destroyed.     To  keep  them  from  spreading  through  the  shipment 
of  farm  products  from  one  State  to  another  State  quarantines  have  been  put  on. 

Those  control  measures  have  greatly  reduced  the  number  of  beetles. 
But  they  have  now  gone  into  winter  q.uarters  in  the  soil'  in  the  form  of  grabs. 
How  severe  the  infestation  will  be  next  year  and  where  it  will  be  can't  be 
told  until  the  adult  form  of  the  beetles  comes  out  of  the  ground  next  year. 


A  radio  talk  by  Morse  SalisDury,  Chief  of  Radio  Service,  delivered  in 
the  Tepartment  of  A^-ri  culture  period-  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
Wednesday,  October  I3,  1937.  and  broadcast  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company 
and  a  network  of  'JG  associated  radio  stations. 

— ooOoo — 

Two  hours  ago  the  Weather  Bureau  issued  the  usual  weekly  summary  of 
weather  conditions  and  the  effect  of  these  conditions  on  the  operations  of 
farmers  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  shows  that  earlv  last  v/eek  there  was  abnormally  warm  v^eather 
in  the  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  the  country  but  by  October  6  the  tempera- 
ture dropped  sharply  in  the  central  and  northern  States  and  from  then  on  it  was 
considerably  colder  in  the  ea.stern  districts.     The  cool  wave  brought  frosts  and 
freezing  v/eather  rather  generally  to  the  nortn '-astern  States.     Freezing  temper- 
atures also  were  reported  here  and  there  in  the  western  Ohio  Valley  and  gener- 
ally from  the  northern  parts  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  and  from  northern  Iowa 
and  northern  Nebraska  northward. 

There  were  rains  in  the  eastern  States  the  first  part  of  the  week,  also 
in  the  middle  part  of  the  week.     The  latter  part  of  the  week  was  mostly  fair. 

As  7/ou  can  see,  the  week  was  generally  favorable  for  harvesting  crops 
and  other  fall  work.     But  the  soil  in  large  sections  of  the  Middle  West  is  still 
too  dry  for  seeding  the  crops  that  go  in  in  the  fall  or  for  germination  of  those 
that  have  already  been  seeded.     In  the  eastern  part  of  the  count ly  the  fall  seed- 
ing made  good  progress.     There  has  been  no  serious  frost  damage  so  far  anywhere. 

Specifically,  the  Weather  Bureau's  State  observers  report,  as  to  small 
grain  —  in  the  western  x;art  of  the  wheat  belt  dry  weather  continues.     The  wheat 
that  was  sovm  early  is  growing  veiy  slowly.     The  wheat  that  was  sovm  late  has 
failed  in  many  places  to  germinate.     In  the  eastern  parts  of  the  country  the 
small  grains  are  in  good  condition. 

As  to  corn,  the  observers  state  that  husking  and  cribbing  have  not  gotten 
under  way  very  much  yet  because  the  grain  is  mostly  too  damp  and  soft  for  stor- 
age.    In  Missouri  corn  is  reasonably  dry  and  some  is  being  cribbed.     In  the 
plains  States  corn  picking  has  made  a  fair  advance.     In  Iowa,  husking  is  going 
rather  slowly  as  corn  is  mostly  still  too  moist  and  tough  for  storage.     A  hard 
freeze  would  be  helpful  there. 

Well,  that's  that  on  the  weather  and  its  effect  on  farming  operations. 
Now  news  from  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration.     First  and  foremost, 
Triple-A  officers  recently  announced  that  the  193^  agricultural  conservation 
program  will  include  acreage  goals  for  Irish  potatoes. 

Farmers  in  the  co'untry's  commercial  potato  producing  areas  voted  nearly 
5  to  1  in  favor  of  trying  to  stabilize  potato  acreage  next  year  by  means  of  the 
conservation  program. 
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When  Secretary  Wallace  annoiinced  the  main  outlines  of  the  I93S  program, 
he  said  this  referendum  would  be  held  and  that  potato  goals  would  he  included, 
if  the  growers  wished,  along  with  goals  for  other  soil-depleting  crops  and 
goals  for  soil-huilding  crops  and  practices. 

Potato  acreages  have  gone  up  and  down  very  sharply  in  the  past.  Triple-A 
economists  have  made  studies  indicating  that  these  great  variations  handicap 
"both  growers  and  consumers. 

The  national  potato  gop.1  will  he  nearly  as  big  as  the  average  acreage 
for  the  past  10  years.     The  idea  is  to  stabilize  potato  acreage,  not  reduce  it. 

The  national  acreage  goal  will  he  divided  up  among  farms  that  raise 
potatoes  commercially,  so  commercial  potato  farms  will  have  individual  acreage 
goals.     Farmers  who  reach  their  individual  farm  goals  will  earn  payments  for 
conserving  the  soil  and  contributing  toward  proper  balance  in  agricultural 
problems.     The  program  is  entirely  voluntary. 

The  Boston  milk  marketing  situation  keeps  bobbing  up  in  the  news.  Here 
are  the  recent  developments.    The  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corporation,  which 
carries  out  purchase  programs  outlined  by  the  Triple-A,  is  buying  surplus  fluid 
milk  in  the  Boston  marketing  area.     The  program  aims  to  increase  returns  to  pro- 
ducers and  improve  milk  marketing  conditions  that  have  been  demoralized  by  viola- 
.tions  of  the  marketing  order  now  under  litigation  in  the  federal  courts.  The 
surplus  milk  is  distributed  to  persons  on  relief  in  addition  to  their  regular 
supplies. 

Prices  to  dairymen  in  the  area  have  been  very  low  because  of  an  uneven 
distribution  of  the  burden  of  surplus  supplies.     The  marketing  order  is  designed 
,  to  spread  the  burden  of  surplus  equitably  among  all  dairymen  producing  milk  for 
the  Greater  Boston  market.     But  of  co^urse  the  order  can't  do  that  if  it  isn't 
working  properly.     Therefore  the  decision  to  buy  surplus  milk  outright,  and 
therefore  the  suits  filed  by  the  government  against  32  handlers,  alleged  to  be 
violating  the  order, . 

Florida  celery  growers  have  voted  5  to  1  in  favor  of  regulating  out-of- 
state  shipments  of  celery  under  a  proposed  marketing  agreement  program.  About 
75  percent  of  all  the  Florida  celery  growers  voted,  and  more  than  S8  percent  of 
those  voting  favored  the  marketing  program.     They  had  trouble  marketing  their 
1937  crop  in  orderly  fashion  and  hope  to  avoid  similar  trouole  with  this  year's 
crop. 

The  marketing  division  officers  of  the  Triple-A  recently  announced  a 
purchase  program  for  rice,   the  idea  being  to  expand  consumption  and  increase 
returns  to  the  growers  of  this  year's  large  crop.     They  also  announced  a  plan 
to  buy  cotton  seed  oil,  take  it  out  of  normal  commercial  channels  and  get  it 
manufactured  into  shortening.     State  relief  agencies  will  distribute  the  shorten- 
ing to  people  on  relief.     Cotton  farmers  are  receiving  less  for  their  cottonseed 
this  year  than  in  any  year  since  19 33* 

Along  this  same  line,   the  Triple-A  plans  to  encourage  exports  of  unshelled 
pecans.     The  plan  calls  for  benefit  payments  to  exporters  who  submit  acceptable 
offers.     To  gain  foreign  markets,  it's  necessary  to  acquaint  prospective  custom- 
ers in  other  countries  with  pecans ,  especially  the  paper  shell  or  improved  type, 
since  they  are  produced  only  in  the  United  States. 


The  Su^ar  Section  of  the  Triple-A  has  made  public  plans  for  administering 
the  sugar  act  passed  by  Congress  at  the  recent  session.    Under  the  nevr  act, 
sugarheet  and  sugarcane  producers  can  earn  payments  for  meeting  conditions. 
It  would  take  considerable  time  to  e^q^lain  the  details  of  this  program,  and  I 
suspect  that  sugarbeet  and  sugarcane  producers  are  keeping  themselves  informed. 
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